
THEA 3340: Costume History 
Fall 2014 

Fox Fine Arts Center room 180 
MWF 10:30 – 11:20 am 

Contact Information 

Instructor: Crystal G. Herman 
Email: gherman2@utep.edu  
Office: FOXD 271 
Office Phone: (915)-747-7853    
Office Hours: TR 9:30 – 10:30 and by appointment 

Email is the best way to get a hold of me.  I check my email very frequently and will get back to you as soon as I can.  During the 
week I will respond to all questions within 24 hours.  However, if you email me on the weekend or over a school holiday don’t be surprised 
if I don’t get back to you until Monday morning.  I am in my office most afternoons from 1:00pm to 4:00pm in addition to my office hours. 

 

Course Description 

 Costume History is the study of the clothing and fashion from antiquity to the present day.  In this course we will study Western 
fashion trends in clothing starting with ancient Egypt and concluding with today.  We will also study how knowledge of Costume History 
is used for better and for worse in theatre and film. 
 

Course Objectives 

 Acquire basic knowledge of period costume 

 Learn the difference between primary and secondary sources 

 Develop the ability to effectively date paintings, sculptures, and other primary sources by identifying costume details 

 Understand the general aesthetics of a period and how they are reflected through costume. 

 Cultivate an awareness and appreciation for the use of period costume in our daily lives. 
 

Required Text and Materials 

 There is not a required text for this class.  All tested information comes from Blackboard and class lectures. 

 Students will need access to a computer to participate in homework assignments 
 

Recommended Text 

Here is a short list of very good but very expensive text books on Costume History: 

 “Costume History and Style”; Douglas A. Russell 

 “Survey of Historic Costume”; Phyllis Tortora and Keith Eubank 
 
 

Grading and Assignments 

Homework Assignments (attendance & participation) 200 pts 
4 Midterm exams (100 pts each)   400 pts 
Final Paper     100pts 
Final Exam      300 pts 
 
Total      1,000 pts 
 

 

Extra Credit 

Get 10 points extra credit by showing me the original copy of your syllabus on the last day of class   



 

Policies 

 It is the responsibility of the student to fulfill all the requirements to the best of her/his abilities.  If a student is unclear about 
anything on the syllabus, s/he should seek clarification from the instructor.   

 No late work is accepted.  If you turn in an assignment late you will receive 0pts for that project.  This means that if you get sick 
and you have a doctor’s note you still have to find a way to turn in your work.  

 Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Absences and tardiness will affect your grade.   Each absence beyond three 

reduces a student’s overall course grade by 5 points.  If you are late twice for class it counts as an absence. 

 Students are not allowed to talk on their cell phones, text message, use their computer, or do work for another course during 

class.  Each infraction will count as one absence.  If you need to take notes please use a piece of paper.   

 If a student has an emergency situation where they need to answer their phone during class they are expected to notify the 

instructor before the start of class. 

 If you are being disruptive or disrespectful during class you will be counted absent. 

 On presentation days the classroom door will be closed when presentations are to begin.  If you arrive late you will not be 
allowed to enter and interrupt another student’s presentation.  You will be counted absent from class.  You will be allowed to turn 
in your project latter that day and will be docked 1 letter grade on that project for not participating in presentations. 

 Make-up tests/presentations will only be given if the student has an acceptable reason for rescheduling and makes prior 
arrangements with the professor.  

  If you arrive late for an exam or quiz you will you will not be allowed to begin that exam or quiz after the first person to finish 
leaves the room. 

 Retain all class projects and assignments until grades are posted at the end of the semester. 

 Students must behave in accordance with all rules put forth by the Handbook of Operating Procedures of the University of Texas 
at El Paso 

 Any student who, because of a disabling condition, requires special arrangements to meet course requirements should contact 
the instructor in person as soon as possible.  If you have a disability and need classroom accommodations, please contact The 
Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by email to cass@utep.edu, or visit their office located 
in UTEP Union East, Room 106.  For additional information, please visit the CASS website at www.sa.utep.edu/cass.   Any 
request for special accommodations must be presented by the second week of class 

 

Academic Dishonesty Statement 

Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation, according to the UTEP Handbook of Operating Procedures. It 

includes, but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, and collusion.   Any act of academic dishonesty attempted by a UTEP student is 

unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Violations will be referred to the Dean of Students Office for possible disciplinary action. Students 

may be suspended or expelled from UTEP for such actions. 



Homework Assignments (attendance & participation) 

Homework Assignments consist of 1 male and 1 female image from each time period covered in class with numbered blanks 
referring to a clothing item or hair/make-up style that is specific to that period in Costume History.  The images will be posted on 
Blackboard immediately following the class in which the time period has been discussed and will remain available until the start of class 
the day the assignment is due.  Homework assignments are due at the beginning of class the class period after the period was discussed 
and will be collected at the end of class.  These Homework Assignments have been created help you review the material covered in class 
as well as to help me keep track of attendance and participation.  Each day, instead of taking attendance I will collect the homework 
assignments.  You must print out the assignment and fill out the blanks with the term or phrase that best describes the item.  You will 
receive full credit for the assignment if you fill out all of the blanks, to the best of your knowledge, and turn in a hard copy of the 
assignment in class on the day that it is due.  The day after the assignment is due the correct answers will be posted on Blackboard to 
help you study for the exams.  If you do not put your name on the assignment you will receive 0pts.  If you do not attempt to answer each 
blank you will receive 0pts. 

There are 27 sets of homework images worth 10 points each for a total of 270 points.  200 points count as attendance & 
participation if you show up to every class and complete and turn in all homework assignments on time you will have 70 extra credit 
points!!!   

Midterms 

Midterms will include material from Blackboard, class discussions, class actives.  The Midterm exams will not be cumulative 

Final Paper 

Your Final Paper for this class will address the successful use of Costume History in one of five films: 

1. “The Artist” 2011 

2. “Anna Karenina” 2012 

3. “The Duchess” 2008 

4.  “Sweeny Todd” 2007  

Your paper must be between 1,500 and 2,250 words or 4-6 pages without pictures or citations.  It must be typed, double spaced in 12 

point font with 1” margins.  You may chose to turn in a draft to me during class on Monday before Thanksgiving break.  The Final Paper is 

due on the last day of class.  Your paper must address the following (be sure to argue your point and support your opinions with facts 

that you learned from this class): 

State why or why not for each question!!! 

 What time period(s) is the film attempting to replicate through the use of costumes? 

 Did the film correctly replicate the silhouette of that period’s costumes? 

 Did the materials and construction techniques used in the film accurately replicate those used during the period? 

 Were the characters appropriately dressed for their personality, age, and social/economic status according to the standards of 

the day? 

Your paper must also include visual research to support your arguments.  You must have a minimum of four images: One male and 

one female image from a Primary Source that is used to compare and contrast with the image of one male and one female character from 

the movie.  Be sure to cite your images with the following information: 

Images from the movie 

 The title of the movie 

 The year that the movie was released 

 The names of the actors pictured and the characters they are playing 

 The name of the costume designer 

Images from primary sources 

 Name of object 

 Date of origin 

 Name of artist 

 Where you found it (No, you can’t just say that you got the image from one of my power points in 

class!!!) 

Final Exam 

Final Exam will be cumulative and will cover all material presented throughout the semester. 
More Extra Credit 

 Bring in a photo of you or your family that was taken before 1980 that you are willing to allow me to use in future lectures.  The 
photo can be scanned and emailed.  It must be accompanied with the year the photo was taken, the location (city and/or state), and the 
names of the people in the photo.  You may turn in up to 3 photos for credit.  Each photo is worth 10 points for a possible total of 30 
points extra credit.  



Week #1 

Monday, August 25 Intro 

Wednesday, August 27  What defines a period? 

Friday, August 29 The history of blue jeans 
Week #2 

Monday, September 1 Holiday (No Class) 

Wednesday, September 3 Egyptian 4000BC-30BC 

Friday, September 5 Egyptian 4000BC-30BC….. Continued /Minoan 
Week #3 

Monday, September 8 Greek 3000BC-100BC 

Wednesday, September 10 Roman 735 BC - 323 AD 

Friday, September 12 Byzantine 400-1100 
Week #4 

Monday, September 15 Romanesque 900 -1200 

Wednesday, September 17 Gothic 1200-1450 

Friday, September 19 Test #1 
Week #5 

Monday, September 22 Renaissance 1450-1550 

Wednesday, September 24 Elizabethan 1550-1625 

Friday, September 26 Elizabethan 1550-1625…. Continued 
Week #6 

Monday, September 29 Cavalier1625-1660 

Wednesday, October 1 Restoration 1660-1700 

Friday, October 3 Georgian 1700-1780 
Week #7 

Monday, October 6 Georgian 1700-1789…. Continued/ A’la Babe 1780-1795 

Wednesday, October 8 Empire 1795-1815 

Friday, October 10 Test #2 
Week #8 

Monday, October 13 Romantic 1815-1840 

Wednesday, October 15 Crinoline 1840-1865 

Friday, October 17 Bustle 1865-1890 
Week #9 

Monday, October 20 Fen de Siècle 1890-1900 

Wednesday, October 22 Edwardian 1900-1908 

Friday, October 24 No Class 
Week #10 

Monday, October 27 Neo-empire 1908-1914 

Wednesday, October 29 WWI 1914-1919                                                                  Discussion of Final Paper 

Friday, October 31 20’s 1919- 1929 
Week #11 

Monday, November 3  Test #3 

Wednesday, November 5 30’s 1929-1939 

Friday, November 7 40’s 1939-1947 
Week #12 

Monday, November 10 50’s 1947-1959 

Wednesday, November 12 60’s 1959-1971 

Friday, November 14 70’s 1971-1980 
Week #13 

Monday, November 17 80’s 1980-1991                                                                  Final Paper Draft (optional) 

Wednesday, November 19 90’s 1991-2001 

Friday, November 21 Test #4 
Week #14 

Monday, November 24 Modern Fashion 2001-Present 

Wednesday, November 26 Holiday (No Class) 

Friday, November 28 Holiday (No Class) 
Week #15 

Monday, December 1  Modern Fashion 2001-Present… Continued 

Wednesday, December 3 Final Review                                                                                       Final Paper Due 

Friday, December 5 (No Class) Dead Day 
Final Exam 

Final Exam: Friday, Dec 12
th

   10:00 am – 12:45 pm 



Final Paper  

Grading Rubric 

 

General Requirements 

 4-6 pages 
10 points 

More than 6 pages 
5 points 

Less than 4 pages 
0 points 

Length of paper    

 

 1 Male and 1 Female research 
image properly citied 

20 points 

One image missing, not primary, or 
incorrectly cited 

10 points 

Both images missing, not 
primary, or incorrectly cited 

0 points 

Primary Images    

 

 1 Male and 1 Female research 
image properly citied 

20 points 

One image missing, not from the 
movie, or incorrectly cited 

10 points 

Both images missing, not from 
the movie, or incorrectly cited 

0 points 

Movie Images    

 

 Excellent 
10 point 

Good 
7.5 points 

Ok 
5 points 

Poor 
2.5 points 

Very Poor 
0 points 

Grammar, punctuation, and 
flow 

     

 

Specific Requirements 

 10 point 7.5 points 5 points 2.5 points 0 points 

Identified the period 
correctly. 

Correctly identified 
the period 

 Correctly identified 
the date but did not 
give the correct 
name the of period 

 Incorrectly identified 
the period 

Discussed 
Silhouette 

Discussed at least 3 
aspects of the time 
period’s silhouette 
and made a good 
supporting argument 
about how they were 
executed 

Discussed less 
than 3 aspects of 
the time period’s 
silhouette but had 
a good supporting 
argument 

Discussed 3 aspects 
of the time period’s 
silhouette but did not 
have a good 
supporting argument 

Discussed less 
than 3 aspects of 
the time period’s 
silhouette without 
a good supporting 
argument 

Failed to discuss any 
aspects of the time 
period’s silhouette 

Discussed specific 
materials and 
construction 
techniques or the 
period. 

Discussed at least 3 
elements of materials 
& construction and 
used them in a good 
supporting argument 
 
 

Discussed less 
than 3 elements of 
materials & 
construction but 
had a good 
supporting 
argument 

Discussed 3 
elements of materials 
& construction but 
did not have a good 
supporting argument 

Discussed less 
than 3 elements of 
materials & 
construction 
without a good 
supporting 
argument 

Failed to discuss any 
specific elements of 
materials & 
construction 

Analysis 
characterization 
through costume. 

Discussed the 
characterization 
through costume 
making a solid 
argument  about age, 
personality, and 
social/economic 
status during the time 
period 

 Discussed the 
characterization 
through costume but 
did NOT discuss all 
aspects 

 Failed to analyze 
characters 

 

________Points out of 100 

 


